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Silent Night	 Nelson, S. T.
13 bells, ranging from G5 - E7, ring in cantabile style this most beloved Christmas carol. And for anyone 
who knows the story behind this carol, the bells are appropriately accompanied by guitar. A beautiful choice 
for Christmas Eve or any meditative Advent worship moment, it is 53 measures.
3 Octaves	  
MHM05012	 $4.25  $3.19
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The phrase Hand in Glove means:

 in harmony or unison with
 with one accord
 cooperating in concert
 harmonious
 unite with
 be hand in glove with
 stand shoulder to shoulder with

All these words aptly describe a handbell ensemble.

Hand in Glove for handbell ensemble is ideal for ringing in any setting. All that is needed are 11-12 
bells (Christmas Set 1) or 13-14 bells (Christmas Set 2), 3 music stands, and 4-6 ringers (or less) 
depending on the skill of the ringers.

These arrangements are immediately accessible for any audience—as well as aesthetically pleasing 
and fun to play.  Hand in Glove is perfect for when you only have a few ringers or when you want to 
go out in the community without tables, pads, and handbell cases.

Special techniques or effects may be added—most of all have fun and spread joy!

Hand in Glove:
Music for Handbell Ensemble

CHRISTMAS SET 1 (D5-A6, 11-12 bells needed from the following 15 bells used for the entire set.)

 • Deck the Halls (11 bells) ...............................................pg. 3
 • Angels We Have Heard on High (11 bells) ..................pg. 4
 • The First Noel (11 bells) ...............................................pg. 6
 • O Tannenbaum (12 bells) .............................................pg. 8
 • Silent Night (11 bells) ...................................................pg. 9
 • Fum, Fum, Fum (12 bells) ...........................................pg. 10
 • Joy to the World (11 bells) ............................................pg. 12

HM-08-013
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Hand in Glove Christmas 1	 Smoke, G.
If you have 11-12 bells (ranging from D5 to A6), 3 music stands and 4-6 ringers, then you can ring the 
seven Christmas songs in this ensemble folio. Great for traveling to all those bell outings, especially at 
Christmas time.
3 Octaves	  
MHM08013	 $5.75  $4.31

Hand in Glove:
Music for Handbell Ensemble

HM-08-013          Hand in Glove: Christmas Set 1           Handbell Ensemble         arr. Smoke         $5.75

CHRISTMAS SET 1
     Deck the Halls
     Angels We Have Heard on High
     The First Noel
     O Tannenbaum
     Silent Night
     Fum, Fum, Fum
     Joy to the World

arranged by Gary R. Smoke
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Hand in Glove:
Music for Handbell Ensemble

CHRISTMAS SET 2 (C5-A6, 13-14 bells needed [A4 opt] from the following 15 bells used for the
                   entire set.)

 • What Child Is This? (14 bells ).....................................pg. 3
 • In Dulci Jubilo (13 bells) ..............................................pg. 4
 • O Holy Night (14 bells) .................................................pg. 6
 • Hark! the Herald Angels Sing (13 bells) .....................pg. 8
 • March of the Three Kings (13 bells) ............................pg. 9
 • Jingle Bells (13 bells) ...................................................pg. 10
 • We Wish You a Merry Christmas (14 bells) .................pg. 12

The phrase Hand in Glove means:

 in harmony or unison with
 with one accord
 cooperating in concert
 harmonious
 unite with
 be hand in glove with
 stand shoulder to shoulder with

All these words aptly describe a handbell ensemble.

Hand in Glove for handbell ensemble is ideal for ringing in any setting. All that is needed are 11-12 
bells (Christmas Set 1) or 13-14 bells (Christmas Set 2), 3 music stands, and 4-6 ringers (or less) 
depending on the skill of the ringers.

These arrangements are immediately accessible for any audience—as well as aesthetically pleasing 
and fun to play.  Hand in Glove is perfect for when you only have a few ringers or when you want to 
go out in the community without tables, pads, and handbell cases.

Special techniques or effects may be added—most of all have fun and spread joy!

Hand in Glove Christmas 2	 Smoke, G.
If you have 13-14 bells (ranging from D5 to A6), 3 music stands, and 4-6 ringers, then you can ring the 
seven Christmas songs in this ensemble folio volume 2. Great for traveling to all those bell outings, espe-
cially at Christmas time. Contents include “What Child Is This, In Dulci Jubilo, O Holy Night, Hark! the 
Herald Angels Sing, March of the Kings, Jingle Bells, and We Wish You a Merry Christmas”.
3 Octaves	  
MHM08014	 $5.75  $4.31

Hand in Glove:
Music for Handbell Ensemble

HM-08-014          Hand in Glove: Christmas Set 2           Handbell Ensemble          arr. Smoke         $5.75

CHRISTMAS SET 2
   What Child Is This? 
   In Dulci Jubilo 
   O Holy Night 
   Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
   March of the Three Kings 
   Jingle Bells
   We Wish You a Merry Christmas 

arranged by Gary R. Smoke
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What Child is This	 Phillips, M.
The traditional English melody is here set in easy rhythms (mostly dotted half-note chords in the accompa-
niment) in 3/4 time. There are a few bell changes in the F and G bells of the two octave score, but should be 
easy to master. only 48 measures in length with no page turns.
2 Octaves	L evel 1
MHM01041	 $3.25  $2.44

What Child Is This?
         arranged for 2 Octave Handbells by

        Mary E. Phillips

HM-01-041         What Child Is This?          arr. Mary E. Phillips         2 octaves          Level 1          $3.25
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Handbells Are a Handful of Fun!
Christmas Music Volume 1

Preface

 The Handbells are a Handful of Fun! series is a culmination of my years working 
with children’s handbell choirs. The series provides simple, easy to understand pieces 
for children or beginners of any age.

 All volumes contain two versions of each piece—one for 2 octave choirs and one 
for 2-1/2 (G4-C7) or 3 octave choirs. I have found the 2-1/2 octave versions useful 
when I have 8-9 ringers, or when I have several advanced ringers who can play more 
than two notes.

 All of the pieces have dynamics and several use special effects. Depending on the 
level of your group, these may be optional. You can even experiment and add your own. 
Be creative and let your ringers be creative! My ringers enjoy adding mart. lifts to every 
first beat of Jacob’s Ladder.

 Above all, ringers like to make music! So try to begin ringing music as soon as 
possible. My goal has been to write pieces that are fun, educational, and which can be 
performed in church or other settings. I hope you and your groups will find that hand-
bells are a handful of fun!

Ring and enjoy.

Handbells Are a Handful of Fun!
Christmas Music Volume 1

Music for 2, 2-1/2, and 3 octave handbells
composed and arranged by 

Peggy A. Thompson

Contents

Preface 3

1.  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (2 octaves) 4
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (2-1/2, 3 octaves) 5

2. Away in a Manger (2 octaves) 6
 Away in a Manger (2-1/2, 3 octaves) 7

3. O Come, All Ye Faithful (2 octaves) 8
 O Come, All Ye Faithful (2-1/2, 3 octaves) 9

4. Joy to the World (2 octaves) 10
 Joy to the World (2-1/2, 3 octaves) 11

5. We Three Kings (2 octaves) 12
 We Three Kings (2-1/2, 3 octaves) 14

Handbells Are a Handful of Fun Christmas Music Volume 1 
	 Thompson, P.
This book is the results of the author’s years of work with children. Each title has 2 versions, one for 2 
octaves and one for 2 1/2 - 3 octaves. All of the music is arranged in a simple manner, with minimal eighth 
notes and techniques, yet full chords will provide a nice big sound.
2-3 Octaves	L evel 1
MHM04003	 $5.75  $4.31

HM-04-003     Handbells Are a Handful of Fun!  Christmas Music Vol. 1      arr. Thompson      2-3 octaves      Level 1       $5.75

Peggy A. Thompson
arranged for 2-3 octave handbells by

High Meadow Music Publishing
P. O. Box 430025

Birmingham, AL 35243

Handbells
     Are a
           Handful
                of
                     Fun!
Christmas Music Volume 1

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Away in a Manger

O Come, All Ye Faithful
Joy to the World
We Three Kings
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Handbells Are a Handful of Fun Christmas Music Volume 2 
	 Thompson, P.
This series is a culmination of the arranger’s work with childrens’ handbell choirs. All volumes contain two 
versions of each piece, one for 2-octaves and one for 2 and 1/2 or 3-octaves. There are many special tech-
niques used in this volume and may be left out or added to according to the skill level of the ringers involved.
2-3 Octaves	L evel 2
MHM04006	 $6.25  $4.69

Copyright © 1996 by High Meadow Music Publishing. All Rights Reserved.
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Handbells Are a Handful of Fun!
Christmas Music Volume 2

Preface

 The Handbells are a Handful of Fun! series is a culmination of my years working 
with children’s handbell choirs. The series provides simple, easy to understand pieces 
for children or beginners of any age.

 All volumes contain two versions of each piece—one for 2 octave choirs and 
one for 2-1/2 (G4-C7) or 3 octave choirs. I have found the 2-1/2 octave versions useful 
when I have 8-9 ringers, or when I have several advanced ringers who can play more 
than two notes. We have also found that longer pieces may be created by playing one 
version of a piece after the other. In some cases, it might be desirable to delete an in-
troduction or coda when going between versions; e.g. skip from m.32 in the two octave 
version of The First Noel to m.2 in the three octave version.

 There are many special techniques used in this volume. Depending on the level 
of your group, feel free to leave them out, or you could experiment and add others after 
learning the pieces as written. Be creative and let your ringers be creative!

 Above all, ringers like to make music! So try to begin ringing music as soon as 
possible. My goal has been to write pieces that are fun, educational, and which can be 
performed in church or other settings. I hope you and your groups will find that hand-
bells are a handful of fun!

Ring and enjoy.

Handbells Are a Handful of Fun!
Christmas Music Volume 2

Music for 2, 2-1/2, and 3 octave handbells
composed and arranged by 

Peggy A. Thompson

Contents

Preface 3

1.  Angels, from the Realms of Glory (2 octaves) 4
 Angels, from the Realms of Glory (2-1/2, 3 octaves) 6

2. The First Noel (2 octaves) 8
 The First Noel (2-1/2, 3 octaves) 10

3. He Is Born (2 octaves) 12
 He Is Born (2-1/2, 3 octaves) 14

4. Christmas Lullaby (2 octaves) 16
 Christmas Lullaby (2-1/2, 3 octaves) 18

5. Deck the Halls (2 octaves) 20
 Deck the Halls (2-1/2, 3 octaves) 22

HM-04-006   Handbells Are a Handful of Fun!  Christmas Music Vol. 2    comp./arr. Thompson    2-3 octaves     Level 2     $6.95

Peggy A. Thompson
composed and arranged for 2-3 octave handbells by

High Meadow Music Publishing
P. O. Box 430025

Birmingham, AL 35243

Handbells
     Are a
           Handful
                of
                     Fun!
Christmas Music Volume 2

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
The First Noel

He Is Born
Christmas Lullaby

Deck the Halls
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Noel Nouvelet 	 McAninch, D.
Many things comprise to make this a challenge for level II choirs, the meter is 2/2, the opening combines 
mallets on suspended bells and martellato and the key changes from e minor to g minor. However, the tune 
is the well-known French carol, so ear will help this level master this work. The length of the work is only 
45 measures and there is no page turn.
2 Octaves	L evel 2
MHM01027	 $3.25  $2.44

Copyright © 1997 by High Meadow Music Publishing. All Rights Reserved.
P.O. Box 430025, Birmingham, AL 35243.

WARNING: it is illegal to copy this work without permission.

-01-027             Noel Nouvelet $

High Meadow Music Publishing
P. O. Box 430025

Birmingham, AL 35243

for 2 octave handbells 
arranged by Diane McAninch 

Noel Nouvelet 
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Infant Holy Infant Lowly 	 Kellermeyer, D.
After a chordal introduction the melody appears in solo line then enhanced by an upper countermelody. 
Soon the texture grows with open spacing. A new section builds into a chordal texture and leads into the 
opening material. Toll swings are the only special technique required.
4 Octaves	L evel 2
MHM01034	 $3.25  $2.44

Copyright © 1998 by High Meadow Music Publishing. All Rights Reserved.
P.O. Box 430025, Birmingham, AL 35243.

WARNING: it is illegal to copy this work without permission.

HM-01-034         Infant Holy, Infant Lowly         arr. Kellermeyer          4 Octaves         Level 2        $3.25

High Meadow Music Publishing
P. O. Box 430025

Birmingham, AL 35243

Infant Holy, 
         Infant Lowly 

arranged by David M. Kellermeyer 

traditional Polish carol
   for 4 octave handbells 
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HM-01-087Meditation on Carol of the Bells
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UKRAINIAN CAROL (by Mykola Leontovych)
arr. Peggy A. �ompson

Copyright © 2014 by High Meadow Music Publishing. All Rights Reserved.
P.O. Box 430025, Birmingham, Alabama 35243.

WARNING: it is illegal to copy this work without permission.

4 Octaves
Handbells used: 31

Meditation on Carol of the Bells

Meditation on Carol of the Bells 	 Thompson, P.
A slow tempo, a few altered harmonies, and simple counterpoint give the “Ukrainian Bell Carol” a some-
what different feel and piquant quality. G Minor. 45 measures.
4 Octaves	L evel 2
MHM01087	 $3.25  $2.44

HM-01-087              Meditation on Carol of the Bells                arr. �ompson               4 Octaves              Level 2              $3.25

Meditation on

Carol of the Bells

UKRAINIAN CAROL (by Mykola Leontovych)
arranged for 4 octave handbells by
Peggy A. �ompson

High Meadow Music Publishing
P. O. Box 430025

Birmingham, AL 35243
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In the Bleak Midwinter 	 Warzyn, J.
Gustav Holst’s melody and Christina Rossetti’s text are represented in this bell score with a variety of 
performance options: vocal solo with handbell accompaniment or instrumental solo with handbell accom-
paniment or handbell solo with handbell or keyboard accompaniment or chimes may be substituted for 
handbells. All parts are included in the folio.
3-4 Octaves	L evel 2
MHM06003	 $4.25  $3.19

HM-06-003        In the Bleak Midwinter          arr. Warzyn         3-4 octaves w/voice (opt. Instrument)         Level 2         $4.25

In the Bleak Midwinter
arranged for 3-4 octave handbells and voice (opt. instrument) by

Jeanne C. Warzyn
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THE Holly and the Ivy	 Moats, W. 
Descending, eighth-note runs fall like snow over the melody of this beloved English carol. This melody 
is heard in upper and lower ranges, giving everyone an opportunity to ring it. The final section is full and 
strong and involves all the ringers. The piece is sixty-two measures.
3-5 Octaves	L evel 2
MHM01065	 $3.25  $2.44

HM-01-065           The Holly and the Ivy            arr. Moats          3-5 octaves           Level 2             $3.25

The Holly
and the Ivy
arranged for 3-5 octave handbells

by William E. Moats
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John Francis Wade (c. 1740-1743)
arranged by Gary R. Smoke

O Come, All Ye Faithful
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attr. James R. Murray, 1887
arranged by Gary R. Smoke

Away in a Manger

& # 86
1 œ œ œ œ œ œ.˙

(e = 96)

"

2œ œ œ .œ.˙
poco rall. 3 .œ œ œ .œ‰ œ ‰ œ

a tempo
4 .œ œ œ .œ‰ œ ‰ œ œ

& # 5

œ jœ .œ
‰ œ ‰ œ œ 6œ jœ .œ‰ œ œ œ œ œ

7œ jœ .œ œ œ‰ œ œ œ œ 8 .œ œ œ .œ‰ œ œ œ œ œ

& # 9œ jœ .œ œ œJœ œ œ œ œ 10 .œ œ œ .œJœ œ ‰ œ œ
11

œ jœ .œ œ œJœ œ œ œ œ 12 .˙ .œ œ œ œ œ œ

& # 13œ œ œ .œ!œ œ œ œ œ .œ œ œœ ‰
14‰ œ œ .œ œ œ.˙

15 .œ œ œ .œ..œœ œ jœ
!

16 .œ œ œ .œ.˙ ..œœ .œ

& #17

œ œ œ .œŒ .
‰ œ œ
LV

LV

18œ jœ .œ‰ œ œ œ œ œ
LV R 19œ jœ .œ œ œ..œœ ..œœ

20 .œ œ œ .œ..œœ œ œ œ

& # 21œ jœ .œ œ œ..œœ ..œœ
22 .œ œ œ .œ..œœ œ œ œ

23

œ œ œœ œ œœ œLV LV
24 ‰ œ œ jœ œ.œ œ Jœ

R

& #25 œœ œœ œœ œœ œ œœLV LV 26 ‰ œ œ .œ œ œ.˙
R

poco rit. 27 ...˙̇̇ .
"̇

3

Eight Bell a-Ringing HM-08-024

Franz Gruber, 1818
arranged by Gary R. Smoke
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Silent Night
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Eight Bells a-Ringing
G. F. Handel

arranged by Gary R. Smoke

Copyright © 2014 by High Meadow Music Publishing. All Rights Reserved.
P.O. Box 430025, Birmingham, Alabama 35243.
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Joy to the World

Eight Bells a Ringing 	 Smoke, G.
For ensembles who like to travel light, Eight Bells a-Ringing is ideal. Bells needed (9): G5-A6 (including 
both F6 and F#6). These arrangements capture the joy, excitement, dignity, peace, and merriment of Christ-
mastide. Tunes include: Joy to the World, Silent Night, O Come, All Ye Faithful, Away in a Manger, Jingle 
Bells, and We Wish You a Merry Christmas. The level of the music ranges from level 2 - level 3.
2 Octaves	
MHM08024	 $4.50  $3.38

HM-08-024                Eight Bells a-Ringing               arr. Smoke               Handbell Ensmble               $4.50

High Meadow Music Publishing
P. O. Box 430025

Birmingham, AL 35243

Eight Bells a-Ringing
Christmas Music for Handbell Ensemble

HM-08-024         Eight Bells a-Ringing - Christmas Music         Handbell Ensemble         arr. Smoke         $4.50

arranged by Gary R. Smoke

Bells needed: 8
 Joy to the World .............................................................pg. 2
 Silent Night ....................................................................pg. 3

Bells needed: 8
 O Come, All Ye Faithful ...............................................pg. 4
 Away in a Manger ..........................................................pg. 5
 Jingle Bells ......................................................................pg. 6
 We Wish You a Merry Christmas ................................pg. 7
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Traditional English Carol
arranged by Gary R. Smoke

We WishYou a Merry Christmas
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James Pierpont
arranged by Gary R. Smoke

Jingle Bells
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A Child is Born in Bethlehem	 Nelson, S.
Scored for bells, optional chimes, Sopranino Recorder, Viola da Gamba, Lute, and Percussion, this fresh work 
should add a tender moment to Christmas worship. Performance notes and options are given. If suggested instru-
ments are not available, a C instrument like the flute or oboe may be used in place of the recorder, a guitar or harp 
may be used in place of the lute; and a cello or any bass instrument may be used in place of the Viola da Gamba.
3-4 Octaves	L evel 3
MHM01059  Opt. HC (2 Oct.)/Sopranino Recorder/Viola da Gamba/Lute & Percussion	 $4.25  $3.19
MHM01059A  Sopranino (or alto) Recorder, Viola da Gamba, Lute, triangle, tambourine 	 $2.00  $1.50

HM-01-059   A Child Is Born in Bethlehem   Susan T. Nelson   3 Octaves (w/opt. insts.)   Level 3   $4.50

A Child Is Born
in Bethlehem

arranged for 3 octave handbells and optional instruments

       by Susan T. Nelson

(Puer Natus by Michael Praetorius)
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O Sing a Song of Bethlehem 	 Childers, B.
Optional percussion and 12 chimes (2-octave range) contribute additional accompaniment to this “bluesy” 
version of the hymn tune KINGSFOLD. The melody is found in upper and lower registers with some cre-
ative chime and percussion parts on the last pages. Percussion instruments are Triangle, Tambourine, Wind 
Chimes, and Suspended Cymbal.
3-5 Octaves	L evel 3
MHM01067	 $4.95  $3.71

HM-01-067        O Sing a Song of Bethlehem         arr. Childers        3-5 octaves         Level 3         $4.95

O Sing a Song
      of Bethlehem

by Brian Childers

Tune: Kingsfold
arranged for

3-5 octave handbells
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Deck the Halls	 Smoke, G.
“Deck the Halls” is a series of variations on the traditional English tune. Multiple special techniques are 
used. This would be a good Christmas concert piece for the advancing choir. Measures total 136.
3-4 Octaves	L evel 4
MHM01009	 $4.50  $3.38

HM-01-009                      Deck the Halls                       arr. Smoke                      3-4 octaves     Level 4               $4.50

Deck the Halls

arranged for 3-4 octave handbells by
Gary R. Smoke

High Meadow Music Publishing
P. O. Box 430025

Birmingham, AL 35243
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MHM05012 SILENT NIGHT 3 Nelson, S. T. $4.25 $3.19

MHM08013 Hand in Glove Christmas 1 3 Smoke, G. $5.75 $4.31

MHM08014 Hand in Glove Christmas 2 3 Smoke, G. $5.75 $4.31

MHM01041 What Child is This 1 2 Phillips, M. $3.35 $2.44

MHM04003 Handbells Are a Handful of 
Fun Christmas Music Volume 1 1 2-3 Thompson, P. $5.75 $4.31

MHM04006 Handbells Are a Handful of 
Fun Christmas Music Volume 2 2 2-3 Thompson, P. $6.25 $4.69

MHM01027 Noel Nouvelet 2 2 McAninch, D. $3.25 $2.44

MHM01034 Infant Holy Infant Lowly 2 4 Kellermeyer, 
D. $3.25 $2.44

MHM01087 Meditation on Carol of the 
Bells 2 4 Thompson, P. $3.25 $2.44

MHM06003 In the Bleak Midwinter 2 3-4 Warzyn, J. $4.25 $3.19

MHM01065 THE Holly and the Ivy 2 3-5 Moats, W. $3.25 $2.44

MHM08024 Eight Bells a Ringing 2 Smoke, G $4.50 $3.38

MHM01059 A Child is Born in Bethlehem 3 3-4
HB/Opt. Chimes (2 Oct.)/Sopranino Re-
corder/Viola da Gamba/Lute & Percus-

sion-Full Score
Nelson, S. $4.25 $3.19

MHM01059A A Child is Born in Bethlehem Sopranino (or alto) Recorder, Viola da 
Gamba, Lute, triangle, tambourine Nelson, S. $2.00 $1.50

MHM01067 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem 3 3-5 Childers, B. $4.95 $3.71

MHM01009 Deck the Halls 4 3-4 Smoke, G $4.50 $3.38


